
On south-facing slopes of hills and mountains 
chamise chaparral is the most common habitat in 
the state of California. A chaparral habitat in 
general is made up of densely gathered low-lying 
shrubs that can reach a height of about 10 feet and 
leave very little of the ground exposed. There are 
different types of chaparral and the one we are 
looking at is chamise chaparral. Chamise is the 
dominant shrub in the area. Many times habitats 
are named based on the most common plant that 
exists there. Often botanists describe these 
habitats as plant communities. 

Here it is dry and hot most of the year, but 
especially in the summer and fall. When wildfires occur in this habitat, they burn intensely. Millions 
of seeds from the plant community lay dormant until a fire sweeps through. Fire prepares them for 
germination. Germination occurs after a following rain provides moisture for the seeds.  Much of 
urban and suburban Southern California region is built in and 
on chamise chaparral habitat. Concern about wildfires and a 
history of huge fires in Southern California has resulted in a lot 
of tax money being spent on fire service and protection.

Chamise Chaparral 



Sun: Usually facing from the southwest to the southeast, this habitat bears the full force of the 
sun’s rays.

Air: These areas are swept each day by strong air currents. An onshore/offshore wind cycle 
will affect those habitats closer to the ocean. But most of the habitats are generally east of the 
marine layer.

Earth: Decomposing granite is the most common soil type for the chamise habitat.

Water: This zone receives the same amount of rain as adjoining chaparral habitats but Sun 
caused evaporation makes chamise chaparral very dry.

Time: As a part of its annual cycle, many of the plants in the habitat are drought deciduous; 
that means they lose many of their leaves and green color when it is hot and dry in the summer. 
After a fire comes through the habitat, it begins a new cycle of rebirth.

Gravity: Up hill slope granite rock decomposes and is pulled onto the surface by gravity. 

Fire: This habitat is very prone to fire!

Goldilocks Ecology Factors



Visit the Habitat: This is the most common habitat in Southern California. It can be found in 
every habitat zone except the desert.
              
Fool-Ya: Teddy Bear Cholla lives in the desert. The Little Blue Heron lives in coastal marshes.
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